CT and MRI in detection of intrahepatic portosystemic shunts in patients with liver cirrhosis.
Our goal was to determine the prevalence and anatomic location of intrahepatic portosystemic shunts (IPSs) in patients with hepatic cirrhosis as shown by CT and MRI. We retrospectively reviewed CT and MR scans of 33 cirrhotic patients who had IPSs. In addition, two series of 100 consecutive CT or MR were reviewed to determine the prevalence of IPSs and the percentage of intrahepatic and extrahepatic paraumbilical veins. Intrahepatic portosystemic shunts were divided into three groups according to the intrahepatic course: paraumbilical shunt between the left portal vein and the paraumbilical vein anterior to the liver (n = 29); inferior vena caval shunt between the posterior branch of the right portal vein and the inferior vena cava (n = 2); and miscellaneous (n = 2). Shunts of the paraumbilical type ran through the medial (n = 23), lateral (n = 3), or both medial and lateral (n = 3) segments of the left lobe of the liver. Twenty-five patients had one shunt, and four had more than one. Six cases were also associated with extrahepatic paraumbilical veins. Intrahepatic portosystemic shunts, especially the paraumbilical type, were not infrequently visualized in patients with hepatic cirrhosis.